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intelligence to be correlated with high income and superior social
and economic status. In other words these environmental factors
help to determine I.Q. by making themselves felt increasingly as
the child grows older.
Socio-economic and Cultural Factors
An English school inspector, HUGH GORDON, reported in 1923
on the intelligence of canal-boat and gypsy children. Both these
groups had poor socio-economic and cultural backgrounds and
were isolated from normal social contacts. At most they had only
two or three months of schooling a year. Average I.Q.'s of both
groups were about 70. The youngest children, however, were
only slightly below normal; as they grew older their unstimu-
lating home environments and lack of education operated to
lower their I.Q.'s, sometimes so far that they were classed as
mentally deficient.
MANDEL SHERMAN, another University of Chicago psycholo-
gist, with an assistant studied the intelligence of children in four
mountain hollows of Virginia, comparing them with children in
a typical small town nearby. On every test, both verbal and per-
formance, the children of the hollows were clearly inferior,
though their inferiority showed more strikingly on the verbal
tests. All came from the same racial stock, but great differences
were found in the economic, social, and cultural life of the vari-
ous communities. In two hollows, for example, life was very
primitive; little or no education, religion, or social organization
existed. Few if any residents could read or write. Communication
with the outer world came only by mountain path or trail. As
with canal-boat and gypsy children I.Q.'s went consistently down
as the children grew older. At ages 6 to 8 the hollows children
had I.Q.'s between 80 and 85; after age 12 their I.Q.'s averaged
about 50.
Two other investigators have discovered the same loss in LQ.
as children grow up in isolated backward communities.